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STEM Magnet Academy 
Local School Council 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
June 2, 2015 

I. Call to order 
Mrs. Langston called to order the regular meeting of the Local School Council for the 
STEM Magnet Academy at 5:32pm on June 2, 2015, at the STEM Magnet Academy 
gymnasium.   

II. Roll call/Establish Quorum  
Mrs. Langston conducted a roll call. The following persons were present:  

Jeremiah Abiade   
Maria Amoruso  
Deborah Bonner (arrived at 6:24pm) 
Deana Caccavale 
Deidra Harper  
Sadika Langston 
Jeff McCarter 
William O’Neill  
Gretchen Brinza 
Lindsay McGrane 
Zakiya Libby-Williams 
Maria McManus 
 
Quorum was established. 

III. Review and Approval of Agenda 
Mrs. Amorsuo made a motion to move public participation to agenda item #7 rather 
than 10, prior to closed session.  Mrs. Langston seconded the motion. 
 
Vote:  11 in favor 
 
Mrs. Langston moved to approve the agenda.  Mr. Abiade seconded the motion.   
 
Vote:  11 in favor  

IV. Review and Approval of May 6, 2015 Meeting Minutes 
Mrs. McGrane presented LSC members with copies of minutes from the regular LSC 
Meeting for May 6, 2015.   Mrs. McGrane clarified that she had changed the line that 
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stated Dr. O’Neil had participated via teleconference to reflect that Mr. McCarter 
participated via teleconference.  Mrs. Langston moved that the minutes be approved.  
Mrs. Amoruso seconded the motion.   
 
Vote:  11 in favor.     

V. Chairperson’s Report  
-- Mrs. Langston stated that this would be the last Regular LSC meeting for the 2014-
2015 school year.  
-- Mrs. Langston shared that a vote for community boundaries for STEM LSC will take 
place later this month.  Mrs. Langston shared that a public hearing about the boundaries 
held was held May 26, 2015 at STEM and that there was an additional public hearing at 
CPS headquarters today.   

VI. Principal’s Report 
-- Ms. McManus presented LSC members with internal accounts for May.  Ms. 
McManus shared that a budget line was added for out of uniform days and for Student 
Council fundraising.  Ms. McManus shared that the was also an additional budget line 
added for Step Up program that teachers are hosting over the summer.    
-- Ms. McManus shared the cash disbursements journal for May, stating that checks 
had been written for field trips and to reimburse Ms. McDonald for supplies purchased 
for the 3rd grade Worlds Fair.   
-- Talent Show – Wednesday, June 10th at 6:00pm in the STEM Gym. 
-- STEMMIES – June 12th at 8:30am for grades 1-3; at 1:00pm for grades 4-6 in the 
STEM Gym.   
-- Kinder Celebration June 18th at 10am in the STEM Gym. 
-- Hashtag Lunchbag – Ms. Howard explained the service-learning project at Pacific 
Garden.  STEM students would be setting up and creating an assembly line to make 
lunches Wednesday, June 3rd.  On Thursday, June 4th, 6th grade students will visit the 
Pacific Garden Mission where they would hear residents tell their stories.  Sixth grade 
students will also make beds, sing, eat lunch and then serve lunch in soup kitchen.  If 
time allows, students will also complete a composting activity.  Finally, sixth grade 
students will join fifth grade students to distribute the lunches made on Wednesday.  
-- Ms. McManus shared that the budget for the upcoming school year is not yet 
available.   
-- Middle School Parental Think Tank – Ms. McManus shared that she would be 
meeting with STEM parents to create a plan for what middle school will look like at 
STEM.  The parent meeting will be held Monday, June 8th at 5:30pm.  Ms. McManus 
shared that she had also met with 5th and 6th grade students and would be meeting with 
community organizations.  Ms. McManus stated that she has worked with the CME 
group to develop a partnership for grades K-3 and that Ms. Taylor is also working with 
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an outside organization to develop a partnership.  Mr. Abiade asked if incoming 
students would fill the seats vacated by students going to academic centers for the 
2015-2016 school year.  Ms. McManus stated that those seats would be filled and that 
CPS allows for up to 34 kids in each classroom in grades 4 and up.   
 

VII. Public Participation 
-- Mrs. Ojeda stated that her daughter enjoyed volunteering for Hashtag Lunchbag last 
year and expressed concerns about the safety of students during this project.  Mrs. 
Ojeda shared that she was concerned about bodily fluids in the sheets students were 
changing and had heard that last year there was a needle or blade in one of the rooms.  
Mrs. Gulley explained the process from last year’s trip.  Mrs. Ojeda asked that gloves 
be provided for students and Ms. McManus stated that they would provide students 
with gloves.  Mrs. Ojeda also shared that a not for profit called Horizons for Youth has 
been trying to establish a partnership with STEM.  Mrs. Ojeda shared that this 
organization provides low-income families with school supplies, tutoring, mentoring, 
and counseling.  Mrs. Ojeda stated that she felt that a lot of students at STEM could 
benefit from a partnership between the school and Horizons for Youth.  Ms. McManus 
clarified that she has had conversations with this organization, but that her 
understanding is that schools must qualify for Title I funds to establish a partnership 
with Horizons for Youth.  
-- Mr. Harper expressed a concern with the teacher representatives and asked how 
teacher representatives were representing the staff.  Mrs. Brinza clarified that she has 
always stated that she wants to go through the principal selection process fairly.   
-- Mr. Miranda addressed the perception of profound positive feedback at the LSC 
meeting where teacher concerns were heard.  Mr. Miranda shared that a public meeting 
is a difficult place for people to express constructive or negative feedback. Mr. Miranda 
stated that the public does not necessarily know the teacher’s opinions and have a 
picture of teacher feedback.  Mr. Miranda suggested that the best thing parents can do 
is make their voice heard.  Mr. Miranda stated that a public forum is not the proper 
place to share negative feedback.   
-- Mrs. Haddad asked if there would be any LSC meetings over the summer.  Mrs. 
Langston clarified that this meeting was the last regularly scheduled meeting for the 
year, but that the LSC would meet over the summer to prepare for the next school year.  
Mrs. Haddad urged the LSC to reconsider the meeting schedule in order to address 
other school business that has not been addressed due to the LSC’s focus on principal 
selection.  Mrs. Haddad asked if the results of parent and teacher surveys would be 
shared with the public.  Mrs. Haddad asked to know the number of survey responses 
received by the LSC.  It was shared that the LSC received 16 teacher responses and 97 
parent responses.  Mr. McCarter stated that the business of the LSC would not stop 
tonight. 
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-- Mrs. Marolda stated that she would like to be a part of a budget meeting. 
-- Mrs. Ojeda stated that she felt that going through the principal selection process as 
suggested was an important in doing what is best for the children at STEM, and that 
this issue is not personal. 
-- Mr. Langston stated that in the democratic process, sometimes you do not win and 
that it is unfair when people’s egos come into play in the process.  Mr. Langston stated 
that the STEM community has a lot more that we need to be focused on than principal 
selection.  Mr. Langston stated that the LSC had voted on the process and it was 
decided that the LSC would not move forward with interviews.  Mr. Langston stated 
that it is important that the LSC does not stop progress.   
-- Mr. O’Neil shared that in May 2010 he led the effort to get STEM opened.  Mr. 
O’Neil shared that the school was opened with two stipulations:  that the school must 
have Dr. Mary Zeltmann open the school and that Dr. Zeltmann select the principal for 
STEM.  Mr. O’Neil stated Dr. Zeltmann selected Ms. McManus as the principal of 
STEM and that it was presumptuous for members on the LSC to assume that they know 
what is best for the school when Ms. McManus was the leader that Dr. Zeltmann 
selected. 
 
-- Mrs. Harper moved that the LSC move into closed session.  Mrs. Langston seconded 
the motion. 
 
Vote: 12 in favor.   

VIII. Principal Selection Continuation (Closed Session)  
-- Approve closed session meeting minutes for 3/18/15, 4/22/15, and 5/6/15 
-- Discuss the options for next steps in principal selection process 
-- Parent/teacher survey results – discuss confidentiality and privacy 

IX. Re-Open regular meeting to the public 

X. Old Business 
-- Principal selection committee votes on next step – Mrs. Langston reviewed the four 
options available to the LSC.  Mrs. Harper made the motion to continue with an interim 
principal and allow the network chief to appoint that interim principal.  Mrs. Langston 
seconded the motion.  Mr. Abiade stated that he felt that this option was not a good 
option and that he feels that there is a pathway by which we could choose a contract 
principal and not begin the principal selection process again next year.     
 
Vote:  6 in favor, 1 opposed, 4 abstain.  
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XI. New business 
-- Discuss and vote on date for Organizational Meeting 2015 – July 1, 2015 at 4:00pm. 

XII. Committee reports and updates 
-- Bylaws – No update. 
-- Facilities – Mr. McCarter shared the facilities department’s position that the current 
STEM space can be encouraged to hold grades 7 and 8.  Mr. McCarter stated that the 
Facilities Committee concerns about common areas (lunchroom, gym) noted by the 
facilities department.  Mr. McCarter shared that the facilities department stated that 
STEM was not in a place to get more space without adding more seats.  Mr. McCarter 
shared that the document created by the Facilities Committee outlining potential space 
solutions will be available in the office in the LSC binder.  Mr. Norris asked that the 
document be emailed to parents with minutes.  Mr. McCarter stated that the committee 
would also work to address safety concerns, including pick up and recess.   
-- Friends of STEM – STEM Walk-a-thon Friday, June 5 at Fosco Park.  In the event of 
rain, students will go into the building and wait for the rain pass to walk back to the 
school.   
-- CIWP/Budget – No report.   

XIII. Public Participation 
-- Mr. Brantley – question about the vote to maintain an interim principal.   

XIV. Announcements 
-- STEM Walk-a-thon – Friday, June 5, 2015 at Fosco Park.   

XV. Adjournment  
Mrs. Langston moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:53pm.  Dr. O’Neil seconded the 
motion.   
 
Vote:  12 in favor.   

Minutes submitted by:  Lindsay McGrane 


