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STEM Magnet Academy 
Local School Council 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
September 8, 2014 

I. Call to order 
Mrs. Langston called to order the regular meeting of the Local School Council for the 
STEM Magnet Academy at 5:30pm on September 8, 2014 at the STEM Magnet 
Academy gymnasium. 

II. Roll call/Establish Quorum  
Mrs. Langston conducted a roll call. The following persons were present:  

Jeremiah Abiade 
Maria Amoruso 
Deana Caccavale 
Deidra Harper (Arrived at 5:35pm) 
Sadika Langston 
Jeff McCarter 
Gretchen Brinza 
Lindsay McGrane 
Zakiya Libby 
Maria McManus 
 
The following persons were absent: 
Deborah Bonner 
William O’Neill 
 
Quorum was established. 

III. Review and Approval of Agenda 
Mr. McCarter spoke about recommendation of “best practice” suggestions from Mr. 
Pittman’s LSC Module 1 Training.  Mr. McCarter suggested making “closed session” 
and “discuss/vote on CIWP and budget transfer” standing agenda items.  Mr. McCarter 
made a motion to add these items to this and subsequent LSC agendas.  Mr. Abiade 
seconded the motion.     
 
Vote:  10 in favor  

LSC discussed the question of how specific agenda items need to be.  Suggestion was 
made to be specific enough that public will understand a vote will be taken on issues, 



 2 

such as Friends of  STEM fundraising.  Mr. McCarter moved to amend the “Friends of 
STEM” agenda item to read “Friends of STEM Update and Fundraising.”  Mrs. Harper 
seconded the motion.  Mr. Abiade questioned what the LSC needs to approve in terms 
of fundraising – does the LSC approve activities and/or expenditures.  Mr. McCarter 
and Mrs. Haddad discussed the bylaws for Friends of STEM, stating that the 
organization was created to support STEM Magnet Academy, including financial 
support. LSC members then voted for the motion to amend the agenda to reflect 
“Friends of STEM Update and Fundraising.”   
 
Vote:  10 in favor  of approving agenda with amendment.   

IV. Review and Approval August 5, 2014 Meeting Minutes 
Mrs. McGrane presented LSC members with copies of minutes from the August 5, 
2014 meeting.  Mr. Abiade moved to accept the minutes as written.  Mrs. Langston 
seconded the motion. 
 
Vote:  10 in favor.     

V. Principal’s Report 
Ms. McManus shared several documents that relate to the LSC mission.  Ms. McManus 
shared the demographics of our student population, which is nearing 400 students.  Ms. 
McManus also shared the recently released ISAT data for STEM.  For the 2013-2014 
school year, the percentage of third grade students meeting and exceeding state 
standards were 80.8% in reading and 80.4% in math.  For the 2013-2014 school year, 
the percentage of fourth grade students meeting and exceeding state standards were 
80.9% in reading and 89.3% in math.  For the 2013-2014 school year, the percentage of 
fifth grade students meeting and exceeding state standards were 87.9% in reading and 
94.8% in math.  For the 2013-2014 school year, 100% of STEM students (4th grade) 
met or exceeded the state standards for science.  Ms. McManus shared the current 
CIWP, explaining that all schools’ CIWPs are created using district priorities and 
school priorities.  This CIWP was created by a collaborative team of teachers and staff 
members at STEM.  Ms. McManus shared the organizational chart for the school, 
noting that Mrs. McLaughlin, Ms. Anderson, Mrs. McLaurin, and Mrs. Stone will be 
providing support to ELL students.  Mrs. Amoruso asked about the status of hiring a 
fourth grade teacher for the vacant position, Ms. McManus shared that she has been 
working on the staffing process and has been interviewing candidates.  Ms. McManus 
stated that Ms. Kraemer will be filling in as a fourth grade teacher until hiring is 
complete.  Mr. Abiade asked about the reasons that other staff members left.  Ms. 
McManus shared that staff members from last school year left for promotion, to be 
closer to home, and because of budget cuts.  Mrs. Amoruso asked for an update on 
PARCC as it is not included in the CIWP.  Ms. McManus shared that PARCC is still 
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being rolled out to the district and that NWEA is used as a measure in the CIWP as 
NWEA is the district recognized assessment.  Ms. McManus shared her budget.  Mrs. 
Amoruso asked about how discretionary funds are spent and Ms. McManus said that 
she and Ms. Libby are the signatories on that account.   
 
Mrs. Londay (art) and Ms. Lohitsa (science/CTU rep) spoke briefly about the need for 
additional fundraising in order to continue to provide 120 minutes of the arts weekly to 
students while still meeting Chicago Teachers Union contract guidelines for specialist 
teachers.  Both Mrs. Londay and Ms. Lohitsa shared that the CTU contract states that 
specialists are to teach a maximum of 25 class periods per week with guidelines stating 
how many class periods can be taught “back-to-back.”  Mrs. Haddad suggested that 
fundraising for art vendors to supplement the art curriculum may be a solution.  Mr. 
McCarter also suggested that space and parking are also issues that need to be 
addressed in the near future.   

VI. Chairperson’s Report 
LSC members serving on FOS Board -   Mrs. Langston read from the LSC Code of 
Ethics stating that any LSC member who is also a board member of a fundraising/ 
501c3 nonprofit organization (or has a spouse/domestic partner who is a board member 
of a fundraising organization) that provides funds to a school should recuse themselves 
from votes pertaining to fundraising as it relates to the separate organization (Friends of 
STEM).  Mr. McCarter and Mrs. Amoruso stated that they had resigned from the FOS 
Board in writing.  Mrs. Langston requested that former FOS Board members also 
submit their resignation to the LSC for our records.   
 
Discuss creation of standing committees – The following standing committees are 
requirements of each LSC:  CIWP, Budget, and PPLC.  It was clarified by Mrs. 
Langston that LSC committees can also contain community members.  Ms. McManus 
moved to establish the CIWP, Budget, and PPLC committees. Mrs. Amoruso seconded 
the motion.  Mr. McCarter suggested the addition of a Growth and Facilities committee.  
Mrs. Amoruso suggested that we may want to limit the LSC’s obligations at this time.  
A suggestion was made to also establish a Principal Retention committee.  Mrs. 
Amoruso stated that, per an email from Ms. McManus, this was likely a committee that 
all LSC members would be active in.  Ms. McManus moved to amend the motion to 
include a Facilities Committee, Ms. Libby seconded the motion.   
 
Vote:  10 in favor of establishing CIWP, Budget, PPLC, and Facilities committees.   

VII. Old Business 
Adopt Roberts Rules of Order – Mrs. McGrane noted that Roberts Rules of Order are 
the given procedure in the model LSC By Laws provided by Mrs. Amoruso.  Mr. 
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Abiade stated that he would be in favor of having a process.  Other LSC members 
expressed reservations at not being well versed enough to uphold Roberts Rules of 
Order.  Mr. Abiade made a motion to accept Roberts Rules of Order as the procedural 
process for the STEM LSC.  Mrs. Langston seconded the motion.       
 
Vote:  9 in favor, 1 abstention.   
 
LSC Correspondence Review – Ms. McManus was asked to provide an LSC tab on the 
STEM website that would direct visitors to a STEM LSC Weebly site.  Mrs. McGrane 
and Mrs. Brinza volunteered to set up the site to provide parents with upcoming 
agendas and minutes from LSC meetings.  Mrs. Amoruso asked that a link to the site 
also be included in emails that remind parents of upcoming meetings.   

VIII. New Business 
By-Laws Update – Mrs. Amoruso stated that she had sent out a PDF file of the sample 
LSC By-Laws suggested by CPS and was seeking feedback to bring to the committee.  
She asked that LSC members read over the document and email her with suggestions to 
allow the By-Laws Committee to meet prior to the October LSC meeting.  It was 
suggested that there be a 60-90 minute time limit on LSC meetings.  Mrs. Langston 
suggested that at time limit and a number of participants limit be set for the public 
participation section of each agenda.  Mrs. Haddad suggested that there be a sign-in for 
public participation that allows visitors to state their topic of discussion in order to allow 
grouping of public participants to keep this part of the meeting streamlined.      
 

IX. Friends of STEM Update and Fundraising 
Mrs. Benton was present as a proxy for Mr. Benton, president of FOS.  Mrs. Benton 
said that FOS was seeking to have 3 fundraisers for the fall approved by the LSC.  
These three fundraisers include No Uniform Friday, the Annual Appeal, and the Gift 
Card fundraiser.  Last year, these three fundraisers raised: $503, $6265.99, and $378.85 
respectively.  At this time, the LSC did not have enough members present who are not 
involved in the FOS board or have spouses involved in the FOS board present to take a 
vote to approve these fundraisers.   
 
The LSC expressed an interest in planning out STEM and FOS fundraisers so that there 
are not multiple fundraisers happening at once.  Mrs. Harper asked if someone from 
FOS would be available to meet to share a timeline with Ms. McManus of their 
fundraisers for the year.  Mrs. Haddad said that they hoped to create an outline of 
fundraising efforts at their September meeting and could provide an update for the LSC 
at the October meeting.     
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X. Parent Patrol   
Ms. McManus stated that she had sent an email to parents soliciting volunteers for the 
Parent Patrol and that several parents were present Monday (9/8) morning to help with 
student arrival.  Mr. McCarter asked about the process from last year and why that 
process was not being utilized this year.  Mr. McCarter stated that last year parents set 
up a schedule of volunteers for each day of the week, with parents being present from 
7:45-8:15.  Mr. McCarter suggested that there be a more clear process for student 
arrival for the first weeks of school.  Mrs. Harper stated that Mrs. Valdivia had offered 
to solicit volunteers at the Ice Cream Social.  Mr. Abiade asked Ms. McManus what 
happened with this and why there was a separate effort made via email to solicit 
parents. Ms. McManus stated that she hadn’t heard back about Parent Patrol and that 
she sent an email in an effort to ensure that there were parents present Monday morning 
to support student arrival.  Mr. Abiade stated that he felt it would be beneficial to take 
advantage of the system that was created last year and expressed concern that Ms. 
McManus had stated in the email that staff would not be providing supervision on the 
playground in the morning.  Mrs. McGrane clarified that this decision was made by the 
staff members who are concerned with the safety of our students on the playground.  
Mrs. McGrane stated that the staff had agreed to volunteer their time in the gym to 
supervise students starting at 7:45, but that due to our growing numbers and the size of 
our playground, teachers no longer felt it was safe for them to provide supervision on 
the playground.  Mr. Abiade shared details of the Parent Patrol process from last year, 
stating that it may be helpful to give parents fliers to help them understand the 
procedure and the safety measures that have been put in place (e.g., not dropping 
students off on the south side of the street).  Mr. Abiade also suggested that parents 
could be utilized to provide supervision on the playground between 7:45 and 7:55.  
Mrs. Haddad suggested that priority for volunteers be given to Parent Patrol rather than 
playground duty in order to ensure that enough people are available to help with student 
arrival.  Mr. McCarter suggested that written guidelines be provided to parents 
regarding Parent Patrol.  Mr. McCarter and Mrs. Caccavale suggested Ms. Katie 
Haviland to coordinate Parent Patrol as she is a parent who has consistently been a part 
of Parent Patrol.  Ms. Haviland accepted organizing parent volunteers for Parent Patrol.  
Mr. Ted Christians asked if it would be possible to look at models for morning 
procedures at other schools in order to establish playground guidelines for before 
school hours.  Mr. Christians volunteered to look into the matter.   

XI. Public Participation 

XII. Announcements 
Module 2 LSC Training to be held September  18, 2014 from 3-5pm at STEM.  LSC 
members discussed value of asking for additional training in LSC duties and 
responsibilities from LSC relations staff.  Topics may include trainings for modules 3-
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6, which are not available yet and are currently being revised.   
 
Economic Interest Statements due September 30, 2014 to Ms. McManus. 
 
Next Regular Meeting date October 7, 2014 at 5:30pm in the STEM Gym.   

 

XIII. Adjournment  
Ms. Libby moves to adjourn the meeting at 8:10pm.  Mrs. McGrane seconded the 
motion. 
 
Vote:  10 in favor.   
 

Minutes submitted by:  Lindsay McGrane 

Minutes approved:  12 in favor 10/7/14 


